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Staff Update

An announcement from the SPPRC of St. Andrew

It has been said that change is constant, and St. Andrew has
been experiencing a lot of change over the last couple of years
and, more recently, the last few months. As we have welcomed
Pastor Steve and Debra Patterson with open arms and hearts,
we are preparing to welcome another new staff member.

Staffing changes over the past year opened the opportunity to
define a new role focusing on discipleship and education, and
the position of Director of Faith Formation was created. This
new position will develop, coordinate, and oversee all ages and
stages of faith formation programs within the church, including
specific ministries for children (grades 5 and below), youth
(grades 6-12), and adults.

After an extensive interview process, which included a partner-
ship with UMC Support, an agency of the United Methodist
Church, the Search Committee unanimously agreed to offer
Fernando (Fernie) Rivera the position of Director of Faith
Formation. Our reasoning: Fernie’s answers to our many
questions reflected his deep faith, his commitment to the teach-
ings of Methodism, and his ability to communicate his beliefs.
He will bring a new dimension to the church life of St. Andrew.

He is leaving a position where he served as worship leader and
communications director. Prior to that, he was the executive
pastor of emerging worship in Baton Rouge, LA. At that location,
he launched a young adult ministry, led the contemporary
service, launched a second campus where he created systems to
measure discipleship, and designed a strategic plan to better
promote the church. Fernie is fluent in English and Spanish,
which should enable us to make significant outreach strides to
our immediate neighbors and extended community. He also has
a degree in Religion and a Master of Divinity. He is willing to try
new approaches and to listen before making changes. When
asked how he felt he would adapt to St. Andrew, he responded,
“God is the same everywhere.”

We were delighted with Fernie’s decision to accept our offer
and, along with his wife, Suzy, and three-year-old daughter,
Abby, to relocate from San Antonio, Texas, to Hilton Head Island.
As of this date, the Riveras have signed a contract for a home on
the island. They will be moving during the first week of August.
Fernie’s start date is tentatively scheduled for mid-August.

We are so appreciative of the efforts of SPPRC committee mem-
bers Andi Argast and Linda Jennings, who led the successful
search, and their diligent work to bring us Fernie. John White's

Opening Thoughts

by Rev. Steve Patterson, senior pastor

The salt marshes of coastal South Carolina are some of the most
life-filled ecosystems in the world. Tidal waters slowly pulse back
and forth, filling and emptying the muddy maze of spartina
expanse. As if the planet is slowly breathing, four cycles per day,
the briny swell drenches the need before the oceanward exhale
leaves drier space for life to process itself.

The high tide makes some life possible; the low tide makes other
life possible. In both, the water is where it needs to be. The
movement in and out defeats stagnation, and that is good.

Residing here, surrounded by so much salty glory, | think | realize
that we are a tidal church. The seasonal flow of people into and
out of this community is a dynamic source of life. Profound gift-
edness arrives after a meaningful absence, and ministry to the
community is enhanced. Then, in another season, different
movement exchanges some of us for others, and God’s way is
thereby expressed differently.

It is a slow breathing, several cycles per year, and breath assures
life. As the human tide moves in and out of this sweet place, let
us embrace every phase of who we are: low, rising, high,
falling—all of it fertile with God’s intent among us, all of it good
and necessary.

May your August experience of church be rich with the nutrients
your soul needs.
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More information about welcoming the Riveras will be coming
soon. Please keep them in your prayers as they make this transi-
tion to St. Andrew.



NEW and Continuing Studies, Classes

:: WOMEN’S STUDIES ::

CONTINUING
S Devotions From the Beach:

¥ Experiencing God’s Calming
d Devotions and Laughter - A Welcoming
Women’s Group
= Tuesdays :: Beginning September 8
e~ 1:00 - 2:00 pm :: Admin Bldg. Library

=48 Soak in the beauty and tranquility of the beach and
grow in your faith with beach-focused devotions by
Thomas Nelson with soothing photography of God’s seaside won-
ders. Life is better at the beach--but you already knew that. These
photos and reflections will take you right to the water's edge, where
God's voice is often clearer than ever—messages of hope, comfort,
strength, and rest. So, breathe deeply and open your heart and soul
to the One who shaped it all.

Contact: Kerry Tilden at kerry@Ilovetheocean.com

CONTINUING

12 Women of the Bible

Soul Tending - An open Women’s Group

2 Kindred Spirits - An open Women’s Group

VBN IS\ Both groups meet separately once a month at

o 3LF various locations and times

Their stories are not fairytales, their road was not
easy, and their examples are not perfect. They lived
in times and places quite different from ours. Yet
they hold up a mirror to our souls that can help us better under-
stand our own story. And in doing so, we find freedom to come to
God as we are, with total transparency—honest and real. In this 12-
session Bible study, taught by six acclaimed authors—you will meet
a group of women in the Bible whose lives teach us about ourselves
and about who God is.

Contact: Connie Borgianini at conniebhhi@gmail.com

:: MEN’S STUDY ::

NEW
Life Lessons from 1 Samuel: The Importance of
MAX Finishing Well
LUCADO , .
Men’s Devotional Group
1 SAMUEL  Thursdays :: August 6 - September 27

e 8:00 - 9:00 am :: Zoom only
— = A good start is crucial, but it's the end that matters.
‘ \."'\‘{)( T % 1 Samuel is a book of good starts but bad finishes. Eli
Rl r "y i was a sterling religious leader, but by the end of his
life, the ark of the covenant had been captured and his two rebel-
lious sons killed. Samuel was a prophet of God who anointed kings,
but his sons also turned away from the Lord. The most dramatic
example is Saul. He seemed to be the perfect choice for Israel's first
king. But success led to disobedience, and he slid from prominence
to paranoia to suicide. These stories remind us that when it comes
to our faith, we also need to finish well. The Life Lessons with Max
Lucado brings the Bible to life in 12 lessons filled with intriguing
guestions, inspirational stories, and poignant reflections to take you
deeper into God's Word.

Contact: Dave Peterson at dvdiptrsn@gmail.com for the Zoom link

:: FOR EVERYONE ::

INTERESTED?

Disciple Fast Track lll: Letters of Paul

Date and time TBD by those interested

Admin. Bldg. Conf. Room :: HYBRID

$15 Study Manual

A study of the 13 New Testament letters traditional-
ly attributed to Paul. Paul is continually calling hear-
ers and readers back to their God and to a sense of
~who they are as a people "set apart.” Daily reading
assignments are designed to establish the historical context in
which Paul wrote. No previous Bible Study experience needed.

Contact: Kerry at kerry@Ilovetheocean.com with days and times that
work best

DISCIPLE

FAST TRACK

.. SUNDAY CLASSES ::

NEW

On Purpose: Finding God’s Voice in Your Passion
m Seekers Class
E ON Sundays :: September 13 - October 4

PURPOSE 10:15 - 11:00 am :: Room C111, Celebration Center

fnding God's Voice
1n Your Passion

We are hungry for a sense of purpose, direction, and
B ‘ calling in our lives. We want to participate in some-
thing that has eternal merit and lasting impact. We
do not want to live a shallow, hollow existence. We
yearn for deeper meaning, for deeper purpose with-
in our lives. We want to be more than we are. In this book, authors
Magrey deVega, Sam McGlothlin, Jevon Caldwell-Gross, and Susan
Robb help us see God's purpose for our lives, how to open our-
selves to God's voice, and how to take the first or next step to fol-
low God's call. Individuals will learn how to channel their passions,
hear God'’s voice, and live the life they were meant to live.

Contact: Kerry Tilden at kerry@Ilovetheocean.com

NEW

Disciples of Jesus

Joy Class

Sundays :: September 13 - December 20 :: Hybrid

10:15-11:00 am :: Admin. Bldg. Conf. Rm. or Zoom

These sessions will focus on the disciples of Jesus — an in-depth
study of each disciple. Each class, or two, will focus on each disciple.
Materials will be provided by the class leader.

Contact: Wes Warren, wwarren23@aol.com

?@M&m@%dp ?—M@nd@(fo,mmen)

Tuesdays via Zoom at 10:00 am
with a different Focused-Sharing Topic
or special guest each week
Cueryone is welcsme te join the conversation!
Email jaygraves@hotmail.com for a Zoom invitation

If you do not have access to the internet, you can still
participate via telephone. Call Jay at 843.342.6322


mailto:kerry@lovetheocean.com

Fellowship
- Opportunities

BEGINS AGAIN
FAITH AND FORK
R\ Dining Out Group
d Thursdays, once a month
N Begins again August 27

FAITH AND FORK 6:00 pm

% o4 G(mf The Faith and Fork dining out group
re-gathers! These evenings out are hosted at

various restaurants on Hilton Head and in Bluffton and open to
couples and singles.

Contact: Linda and Steve Jennings at Imathomenc@icloud.com to
RSVP and learn the selected location.

BEGINS AGAIN

1 FAITH ON TAP

Thursdays, once a month

Begins again September 10

| 6:00 pm

| Faith on Tap group meets at differ-
ent breweries or pizza spots on
Hilton Head and in Bluffton and

offers family-friendly locations.

Contact: Linda and Steve Jennings at Imathomenc@icloud.com to
RSVP and learn the selected location.

BEGINS AGAIN

GAMES FELLOWSHIP

Fridays, once a month

Begins again September 18

| 6:00 - 8:00 pm :: Celebration Center
Come play games—card games,
board games, parlor games. All ages
welcome, perfect for a family night
out; bring a savory snack to share, beverages provided.

Contact: Kerry Tilden at kerry@lovetheocean.com

CONTINUING

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Tuesdays :: 6:30 pm

Celebration Center

For questions and/or to join the
weekly interest email list, contact
Scott Wild, scottwild74@gmail.com

MEN'S
OPEN-GYM
BASKETBALL

ol

Back o ScHeel BlessING

Sunday, August 9, 2026
One Worship Service at10:00 am

Students (of all ages), teachers, school administrators + staff
are invited to bring their backpacks, laptops + tablets to church

~x

UMCOR Early Response Team
(ERT) Training

| NS \
UMCOR ERT Training
Saturday, August 8, 2026
8:30 am - 4:30 pm

Training is open to the entire community

$30 per person includes: training day lunch, credentials,
background check, manual, and training

Hosted by Bluffton UMC
101 Calhoun St., Bluffton 29910 e (843) 757-3351
o To register: umcsc.org/ertregistration/
(Walterboro District, St Andrew By-The-Sea; If no Special Resources: other->none of the above)
e To complete your no-fee background check: tinyurl.comuumcorw

e Contact: Kerry at Kemy@Ilovetheocean.com or Brenda at patsmom02@gmail.com

An Early Response Team (ERT) is a self-contained team that enters a disaster area by
invitation. ERTs provide emergency repairs andfor assistance to help people be safe,
sanitary and secure unlil insurance and other help is available

Teams fill @ specific need in the early days efter a disaster to clean oul flood-damaged
homes, remove debris, place tarps on homes, and otherwise help to prevent further
damage, while providing a caring Christian presence. They are trained to provide various
types of physical, emolional and spintual assistance to disaster survivors Training
includes the basics of disaster response, how to work effectively with survivors and the
response team, and skills to help survivors get back into their homes and begin the
recovery process.

Visit the umesc.org/disastar-respense for more detalled
Information about the program

it's a great pnvilege to be alfowed into a family's expenence at the worst time of their

bfe. To isten with love and begin the recovery process reminds everyone involved that

God is nght there--offenng healing and hope

Abliitles and Skills

e Avariely of skills and abilities are needed for a
complete Early Response Team

e Each team member must be a compassionate lis-
tener and must work safely

e Those waith leadership skills and knowledge of early
response acl as team and assistant leaders

o A safety officer makes sure leam members are
wearing appropriate proteclive gear, drinking
enough, and using ladders and tools appropriately

e The logistics officer arranges for supplies and
fransporiation and removes any unsafe conditions
al a work site

e Base camp manager lakes care of meals, waler and lodging This is crilical be-
cause an ERT has fo sustain itself and cannot depend on community support

e Listener is designaled to gel survivors stories and to relay their needs to appro-
priate agencies

e Equipment maintenance person keeps conference owned tools in good repair




GIVING AT A GLANCE (January-June 2026)

Year-to-Date Year-to-Date

Variance favorable/
Actual Budget (Unfavorable)
Contributions $582,147 $563,951 $18,196
OPERATING REVENUE AND EXPENSES (January-June 2026)
Year-to-Date

Year-to-Date  Variance favorable/

Actual Budget (Unfavorable)
Revenue $638,734 $573,841 $64,893
Expenses $667,242 $597,134 ($70,108)
Net Surplus/(Deficit) ($28,508) ($23,293) (55,215)

SEE THE POSSIBILITIES, LIVE THE PROMISES!

o

2026 SOUTH CAROLINA [ o
ﬁ /  UNITED METHODIST &
“ ANNUAL CONFERENCE ‘

GRIEF

See The Possibilities of a Seed: “Plant gardens and eat what they produce.” Jeremiah 29:5-7

The 2026 theme, “See the Possibilities, Live the Promises,” picks
up last year’s theme, “See the Possibilities of a Seed,” to
celebrate the harvesting of mission and ministry across the
state. From the opening moments, one could sense how differ-
ent this gathering was going to be from the contentious times of
past years. A sense of harmony and goodwill permeated the
conference over the course of three days.

As always, the conference opened with a very meaningful
worship service that included the commissioning of provisional
ministerial candidates, the ordination of full elders and deacons,
and the recognition of retiring pastors. As is often the case, large
delegations from various congregations attended to lend their
support for these special servants of Jesus Christ.

Over the ensuing two and a half days, the church calmly went
about its necessary business. The two most important items
were the passage of a $9.8 million conference budget for 2027, a
5.5% decrease from last year’s request, and the conference’s
downsizing of its staff and move from 12 districts to 10, which
will have a positive impact on the apportionments asked of local
churches. Incidentally, the Walterboro District led the way by
paying 99.5% of its 2025 apportionments.

Of all the activities that were going on, more than 500 volun-
teers packed 125,000 meals to support the hunger relief minis-
try Rise Against Hunger. The meals will go wherever hunger is
occurring, from Burundi and Cameroon to Haiti. “We are not
alone, and we are capable of doing world-changing things
together through the power of the Holy Spirit,” Rev. Bryan
Pigford said.

All agreed that the South Carolina Conference has much work
ahead, but the collective can-do spirit will make all things
possible. God is with us. We are not alone. We are a thriving
denomination.

For more information visit: ac2026.umcsc.org

Respectfully submitted by,
Merryl Dietz and Bill Putnam
St. Andrew Lay.Delegates
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SHARE’

Weekly Support Group

The road to recovering from loss is not meant to
be walked alone. Come find hope and healing.

Wednesdays, Begins September 9
[:30-3:00 pm, in-person // Celebration Center

Participants Workbook $25

No matter what the circumstances, grief is a painful, confusing
process. A GriefShare group is a safe, welcoming place where
people understand the difficult emotions of grief. During this 13-
week support group program, participants discover what to
expect in the days ahead and what’s “normal” in grief. Since
there are no neat, orderly stages of grief, participants learn
helpful ways of coping with grief in all its unpredictability—and
receive solid support each step of the way.

At weekly meetings, participants view videos featuring respect-
ed counselors, pastors, and healthcare professionals on grief-
related topics, plus relatable personal stories of grief. A small-
group discussion allows people time to talk, share support, and
personally apply what they learned from the video. Participants
receive a book with valuable exercises for navigating their per-
sonal grieving process.

Topics include how to manage grief-related emotions such as
loneliness, anxiety, sadness, anger, and regret; coping with life
and relationship changes; and managing feelings of being stuck
or hopeless.

GriefShare group participants have repeatedly shared that they
feel comforted and encouraged by being in a place where peo-
ple truly understand what they’re going through. And they feel a
sense of relief when they’re given guidance and tips on how to
deal with the daily challenges.

Weekly group meetings begin on Wednesday, September 9,
from 1:30 pm-3:00 pm. The $25 participation fee includes the
workbook and is payable to St. Andrew at the first meeting.
Register online at find.griefshare.org/groups/292768.

All members of the community are welcome.

Contact: Lesley Kyle at lesley.kyle@icloud.com, 914-671-9524, or
visit griefshare.org




Music Ministry at St. Andrew - Late Summer

Plans are underway for the upcoming fall season with the goal to
expand our active and dynamic Music Ministry. We encourage
and welcome interested individuals to join any of our groups.

SEASIDE BELL CHOIR — This group is seeking additional ringers!
No prior musical experience or ability to read music is required;
participants only need to be able to count to 4. We are an
enthusiastic and welcoming group and always open to new
members.

Rehearsals are Tuesdays at 2:00 pm in the sanctuary, beginning
again on September 8.

SEASIDE CHANCEL CHOIR — The Chancel Choir has experienced
significant growth over the past year, but there is always room
for new members to join us. No music reading skills are
required and you do not need to commit to any length of time. If
you are only in the area for the cooler months, or travel a lot,
you are still most welcome.

Rehearsals are on Wednesdays at 5:30 pm in the Music Room.
The choir performs most Sundays from September through May,
as well as during special services throughout the year.

Regular rehearsals will resume on September 9.

INSTRUMENTALISTS — Instruments of all kinds enhance our
services by creating richer and more meaningful worship experi-
ences. If you play an instrument, please reach out for how you
can participate.

Contact: Bruce Gale, Director of Music
bruceghhiumc@gmail.com

JOIN OUR WORSHIP TEAM!
Our modern worship ministry is growing, and we are looking for
experienced musicians who have a heart for serving through
music. We are especially seeking musicians for the following
roles:

e Bass guitar

e Drums
If you are comfortable playing in a contemporary worship
setting, enjoy working as part of a team, and are passionate
about helping lead others in worship, we would love to connect
with you. Whether you are already involved in church music or
looking for a place to use your gifts, we would be glad to
welcome you into this ministry.

Contact: Jason Snyder, Modern Service Worship Leader
jrobertsnyder@gmail.com

SCHOLARSHIP
COMMITTEE GRANTS
FOR 2026-2027

The Scholarship Committee is pleased
to award grants of $2,500 per semester
to new applicants Livingstone Makwere and
Aabiskar Sharma. These grants will support both students as
they continue working toward their educational and career
goals.

You can make a direct impact in the life of a student by letting
the committee know about any rising sophomore who is pursu-
ing a course of study leading to a degree or career in ordained
church ministry, Christian education, or church music direction.
As of this academic year, scholarships are also available to
individuals pursuing licensed occupations, including firefighting,
emergency medical services, and the building trades. Applicants
do not need to be members of St. Andrew or another Method-
ist church.

The Scholarship Committee wishes to thank the congregation
for its continued support of this important outreach ministry of

our church.
Bob Oetjen, Scholarship Committee Chairman
robertoetjenl@gmail.com

Kim Blitzer, Co-Chair
blitzerk3@verizon.net

From this year’s recipients...

Thank you so much for your generosity and your kindness. For
an international student, getting this scholarship means a lot.
Through this scholarship, | will be able to study without any fi-
nancial burden. | am studying hard, and someday | wish to pay it
forward to those in the world who need support to follow their
dreams, just like me.

Thank you so much!
Kind regards,
-Aabiskar

Please extend my heartfelt gratitude to the entire Scholarship
Committee and the congregation. Your investment in students
preparing for ministry is making a lasting difference, and | pray
that God will richly bless your church and everyone who faithful-
ly supports this scholarship ministry.

Thank you once again for your generosity, encouragement, and
confidence in me.

With sincere gratitude and God's blessings,
Livingstone Makwerere
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ChmstmasGrace

Christmas Grace comes again to St. Andrew!
Christmas Grace is a very special long-standing St. Andrew
ministry that allows disadvantaged parents in our island
community to choose gifts for their children, and then celebrate
together as families at a fun-packed Christmas party/fiesta.

On Sunday, December 6, St. Andrew will once again host a
Navidad Fiesta, offering not only gifts for the children, but
also family portraits; a fellowship meal; craft time when kids can
make gifts for their parents; self-select tables of children's
books, teddy bears, handmade items, and socks.

. On Sunday, November 8, Angel
# Trees will be in the church narthex,
. decorated with tags with the names
of the children who will be attend-
ing our fiesta, and their Christmas
gift wish lists. Pick a name or two
from the tree and have fun provid-
ing a child some special gifts.
" Unwrapped items are then returned
to church and will be waiting for the parents at the fiesta on
December 6.

There’s plenty of room for YOU to serve!
Contact Rebecca Jones at pikejones22@gmail.com if you want to
serve on a team or have questions.

Family Promise is a non-profit organization that provides
temporary shelter, family stability, and permanent affordable
housing solutions for families with children aged 18 and under.

St. Andrew currently supplies meals to as many as four families
each month through Family Promise, with the potential to
provide more meals as needed. This is a great service oppor-
tunity for small groups or families to prepare a meal for another
family experiencing a crisis on a one-time or regular basis.

Get in touch with Dee Grubb at bdgrubb@gmail.com to learn
more or to sign up.

/ Summer travel and other commitments

e ~U Z . can make it difficult to attend church
SUMMER GIVING MATTERS regularly, and giving may sometimes fall
— . out of routine. Even when you’re away,
=7 } it's easy to stay current by automating

your regular donations.

To set up online giving, recurring gifts, or
tithes, visit standrewbytheseaumc.org/donations. For assistance,
please contact Paula in the church office at [ 2]
843.785.4711. “,; *L:ng#iu
To give online, scan the Venmo QR (code 9985) W|th i * 5§ Fﬁ\

*1"" b L
your smart device to go directly to the giving page l'fvj-r - ol TPty
on St. Andrew’s website. Eq‘,’.'&ﬁ '

venmo

Backpack Q Buddies

OF HILTON HEAD

The signature program of the Hunger Coalition of the Lowcountry

School starts the first week of August and our Backpack Buddies
(BPB) program will be starting back as well! This will be the 17*
year for our BPB program in the Hilton Head public schools. St.
Andrew is a Founding Partner Congregation, providing a location
for storing food, serving as a packing site and meeting space, as
well as contributing financially to the program. St. Andrew, along
with three other HH churches, provides weekend meals for
at-risk students at the three elementary schools on the island,
and healthy snacks to middle and high school students.

St. Andrew’s efforts specifically support the Backpack Buddies
program at the Early Childhood Center, the pre-K and kindergar-
tens on the island.

In a few weeks, on August 30, we will be sharing a Missions
Moment during the worship services to bring awareness of this
important program. A portion of St. Andrew’s annual budget
supports Backpack Buddies, so thank you for your generous and
faithful giving to the church.

Additional people are needed this academic year to serve in a
variety of ways:
e Food packing - one Thursday a month, approximately one to
two hours

e Take full bins from St. Andrew to the Early Childhood Center
and/or pick up empty bins to return to church. Must have an
SUV or truck and be able to lift the full bins - once a month

e Add fruit to the grocery bags and distribute at the Early
Childhood Center - once a week

Serving with Backpack Buddies is a great way to enjoy fellowship
with other St. Andrew folks, and to play a significant role in help-
ing hungry children in our community.

Interested in serving or would like more info?
Contact: Carol Ringler, St. Andrew BPB Coordinator
916.533.0544 or raringler@sbcglobal.net



August Soup Kitchen Report

Our St. Andrew By-The-Sea Soup Kitchen \?
celebrated a 250th Happy Birthday Party on ‘u‘a’¢ ‘
Friday, July 3. The Community Foundation of o
the Lowcountry provided grant funds for
grocery carts, bicycles, and gift cards.

It was a record day of service for our Soup Kitchen. Fifty-seven
adults came through the grocery Harvest Table, 73 individuals
were served a hot lunch, and another 27 received take-home
lunches. Mary’s Closet also distributed 208 pieces of clothing,
more than double its usual number of 100 pieces. The St.
Andrew team of Patsy Wohlwend, Nancy Robinson, and Mary
Rothert manages Mary’s Closet every Tuesday and Friday.

Each Friday, our kitchen coordinator sends a thank-you message
to our volunteers. Below is the July 3 appreciation message.

Friday Soup Kitchen Volunteer Thank You Communication

How do you spell SUCCESS? What a fabulous turnout of commu-
nity both in the kitchen, at the Harvest Table, and among our
guests. | can't think of a better way to celebrate our wonderful
country's 250" birthday than for us all to be together in red,
white, and blue.

Thank you to Denice for writing the grant, to The Community
Foundation of the Lowcountry for its generous donation, and to
Tom, Val, and Martha for your vision and all the shopping. To
the crew that gave up time on Saturday, June 27, to put together
bikes, thank you. To those of us who showed up Thursday, July
2, to shuck corn, slice watermelon, and decorate the space,
thank you, and | was so pleased to see all the extra hands on
Friday. Everybody brought a friend to pitch in and help. That's
what we do.

Val led our kitchen, serving up an all-American-themed picnic.

ANNUAL COMMUNITY

THANKSGIVING DINNER]
Hilton Head Island, SC

Since 1999

St. Andrew By-The-Sea UMC and Hudson’s Seafood House on
the Docks will host the 27" Community Thanksgiving Dinner on
Thanksgiving Day, November 26, from 11:00 am-3:00 pm

Volunteer registration opens after Labor Day, and St. Andrew
Congregation Members will have the opportunity to register
before the public announcement is deployed. Please watch the
weekly church email blasts for that announcement. Volunteer
positions fill quickly!

Donations benefit Bluffton Self Help, Second Helpings, and The
Deep Well Project.

Questions? Please contact Lesley Kyle at 843.505.1370 or
hhicommunitythanksgiving@gmail.com

Hot dogs, hamburgers with all the fixings, baked beans, corn on
the cob, chips, American flag cookies, watermelon, and ice
cream for dessert. Lemonade and iced tea were served in
addition to the usual coffee and juice. We served 72 guests plus
volunteers. To date this year, we have fed 4,172 members of our
community in need of a hot meal on Fridays. Last year, we
served more than 9,000 lunches, combining both Tuesday and
Friday lunches.

It was also the first Friday of the month, so we celebrated July
birthdays. Four birthday guests were given a decorated box with
cake mix and icing to take home and make a birthday cake for
themselves. Many new faces with guests of our guests were in
attendance.

The Harvest Table was generously overflowing with food,
thanks to Second Helpings. Fifty-seven adults went through the
grocery line to feed their families—a new record! Thank you to
those who work each week sorting and lifting heavy meat, pota-
toes, onions, and produce. You all rock!

The 250" America Birthday Party gifts were special, too: bikes,
wagons, food carts, metal shopping carts, and gift cards for
food and clothing. Everyone was so happy to participate and
receive very generous gifts. Our guests left with full bellies and

_, grateful hearts. They were so appreciative. Nick took lots of

pictures. Kay pushed baby strollers so moms could shop. The

& cleanup crew gets a special shout-out, as the gym was a mess

between the kids, chips, and streamers. It all got done.

Thank you just doesn't seem enough. It is an honor to work
with all of you each week. This is part of what America stands
for: the right to pursue happiness and a better life. | know we
bring a little of that each Tuesday and Friday to our Soup Kitch-
en community.

# To those traveling, have fun, and see you soon. You're missed.
. Maryanne Koval

If you’d like to serve at the Soup Kitchen, please contact Tom
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Church Office Hours
M-F 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

SUNDAY WORSHIP
In-person + Online

9:00 am Traditional Worship
[1:09 am Modern Worship

Rev. Steve Patterson
Senior Pastor

Rev. Frank E. Lybrand
Associate Pastor
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