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Welcoming Fernie Rivera 
After an extensive interview process conducted in partnership with UMC Support, 
an agency of The United Methodist Church, St. Andrew’s Search Committee     
unanimously offered Fernando “Fernie” Rivera the position of Director of Faith 
Formation. In this reimagined role, Fernie will develop, coordinate, and oversee 
faith formation programs for every age and stage of life, including ministries for 
children in grade 5 and below, youth in grades 6–12, and adults. 

Throughout the process, Fernie’s responses reflected deep faith, a strong commit-
ment to Methodist teaching, and a clear ability to communicate his beliefs with 
warmth and conviction. 

Experience and Ministry Leadership 
Fernie brings valuable ministry and communications experience to St. Andrew. He 
most recently served as a worship leader and communications director. Earlier, as   
executive pastor of emerging worship in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, he launched a 
young adult ministry, led a contemporary worship service, helped open a second 
campus, developed systems to measure discipleship, and created a strategic plan 
to strengthen the church’s outreach and visibility. 

Gifts for St. Andrew 
• Fluent in English and Spanish, strengthening opportunities for outreach to our 

neighbors and wider community. 

• Holds a Bachelor of Arts in Religion and a Masters of Divinity. 

• Brings openness to new approaches while valuing careful listening before  
making changes. 

When asked how he would adapt to St. Andrew, Fernie replied, “God is the same    
everywhere.” We believe his faith, experience, and spirit of openness will bring a 
meaningful new dimension to the life of our church. 

Meet the Rivera Family 
We are delighted that Fernie has accepted our offer and is joining the St. Andrew 
staff. He has recently relocated from San Antonio, Texas, to Hilton Head Island with 
his wife, Suzy, and their three-year-old daughter, Abby. Please stop by the refresh-
ments table today to say hello and give the Rivera family a warm St. Andrew      
welcome. 



SUMMER WORSHIP 
12th Sunday after Pentecost ⚫ 10:00 am 
The Work of the People for August 16, 2026 

The liturgical color is green, symbolizing growth in Christian discipleship 
   

GATHERING FOR PRAISE  

PRELUDE There’s Something About That Name Gaither  
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   Rev. Steve Patterson 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  (from Psalm 98:2; Isaiah 60:1) Rev. Frank Lybrand 
The Lord has declared victory,  
and has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

  

*SONGS OF PRAISE  Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me cityalight 

 My Worth is Not in What I Own getty 
 

INSTALLATION OF DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 
 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER 

  
HEARING GOD’S WORD 

SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 39:1-6 (nrsv) Sherry Conrad 
Now Joseph was taken down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the 
captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had 
brought him down there. 2 The Lord was with Joseph, and he became a successful 
man; he was in the house of his Egyptian master. 3 His master saw that 
the Lord was with him and that the Lord caused all that he did to prosper in his 
hands. 4 So Joseph found favor in his sight and attended him; he made him       
overseer of his house and put him in charge of all that he had. 5 From the time that 
he made him overseer in his house and over all that he had, the Lord blessed the 
Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; the blessing of the Lord was on all that he had, 
in house and field. 6 So he left all that he had in Joseph’s charge; and, with him 
there he had no concern for anything but the food that he ate. Now Joseph was 
handsome and good-looking. 

Jesus is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God! 
 

*HYMN OF PREPARATION - UMH #64   nicaea  
 Holy, Holy, Holy (a favorite hymn)  

 

SERMON ‘Favor’ Rev. Steve Patterson 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH - UMH #885   

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is the one true church, apostolic and          
universal, whose holy faith let us now declare: 

We believe in God the Father, infinite in wisdom, power, and love, whose mercy 
is over all his works, and whose will is ever directed to his children’s good. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of man, the gift of the Father’s 
unfailing grace, the ground of our hope, and the promise of our deliverance 
from sin and death. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit as the divine presence in our lives, whereby we are 
kept in perpetual remembrance of the truth of Christ, and find strength and 
help in time of need. 

We believe that this faith should manifest itself in the service of love as set forth 
in the example of our blessed Lord, to the end that the kingdom of God may 
come upon the earth. Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY  Trust In God / Firm Foundation (He Won’t)   
 

*DOXOLOGY - UMH #95 old 100th 

 
GOING FORTH TO SERVE GOD’S WORLD 

*HYMN OF SENDING - UMH #369  assurance  

 Blessed Assurance (a favorite hymn) 
 

*SENDING FORTH 
 

*SUNG SENDING FORTH Go in Peace  
 

*POSTLUDE Praise Him with the Sound of the Trumpet R. Lau  
 

*please stand as you are able 

Worship Team: Jason Snyder, Bruce Gale, Fernie Rivera, and Matt Gredler 

 
Sanctuary Flowers 

The sanctuary flowers today are given by Lynda Castle to the glory of God and in loving 
memory of her husband, Rick on his birthday. 
 

Worship + Service Opportunities 
⚫  Our growing modern worship ministry is seeking bass guitar and drums players. If 

you are comfortable in a contemporary worship setting, enjoy working with a team, 
and are passionate about leading others in worship, please contact: 

 Modern Service Worship Leader Jason Snyder at jrobertsnyder@gmail.com 

⚫  Communion Servers are needed for September 6 and October 4. For online sign up, 
visit standrewbytheseaumc.org/serve-on-a-team (under the ‘Get Involved’ tab) to 
view available slots, or you may email your availability to standrewbythe-
sea@gmail.com 



stewardship and attendance 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ill or convalescing 
Sue Kerr, Will & Cheri Jobbins 
 

summer worship continues 
Summer Worship :: One Service at 10:00 am 
St. Andrew will continue to hold one blended Summer Worship service at 10:00 am on 
Sundays through Sept. 6. The regular two-service schedule will resume on Sept. 13. 
Services will continue to be live streamed and available online through our website. 
 

backpack buddies 
St. Andrew provides weekend meals for at-risk elementary students and healthy snacks 
to middle and high school students. Additional people are needed this academic year 
to serve in a variety of ways:  

⚫  Food packing - one Thursday/month, approximately one to two hours.  

⚫  Take full bins to the Early Childhood Center and/or pick up empty bins. Must have 
 a larger vehicle and be able to lift full bins - once/month.  

⚫  Add fruit to grocery bags, distribute at the Early Childhood Center - once/week 
 Contact: Carol Ringler at 916.533.0544 or raringler@sbcglobal.net  

 

faith and fork 
Thursdays :: Begins again August 27 :: 6:00 pm :: Location TBD each month 
The Faith and Fork dining out group re-gathers! These events are hosted once a month 
at various restaurants on Hilton Head and in Bluffton and are open to couples and  sin-
gles. Contact: Linda and Steve Jennings at lmathomenc@icloud.com to RSVP and learn 
the selected location.  

 

griefshare 
Wednesdays :: Begins September 9 :: 1:30-3:00 pm :: Celebration Center  
GriefShare is a safe and welcoming support group for people dealing with the death of 
a family member, loved one or friend. Over 13 weeks, participants find relief and   
comfort as they learn what to expect in the days ahead and how to navigate the      
personal grief process. All members of the community are welcome. 
Register at find.griefshare.org/groups/292768 
Contact: Lesley Kyle at lesley.kyle@icloud.com, 914.671.9524, or visit griefshare.org  
 

faith on tap 
Thursdays :: Begins again September 10 :: 6:00 pm :: Location TBD each month 
Faith on Tap group meets once a month at different breweries or pizza spots on Hilton 
Head and in Bluffton, and offers family-friendly locations. 
Contact: Linda and Steve Jennings at lmathomenc@icloud.com to RSVP and learn the 
selected location.  

For convenient ways to  
give online, scan the  
Venmo QR (code 9985)  
or visit standrewbytheseaumc.org/give-online 
Thank you for your faithful summer giving. 

Date 
In-Person 

10:00 
Online 

Worship 

8.02 123 146 

8.09 163 136 

August 9 Budget  $13,717  

August 9 Contributions  $7,933  

August 9 Special Gifts 
designated   

$0  

church work day 
Saturday, September 12 :: 8:00 am -12 noon :: Lunch provided 
Garden Warriors, come help beautify our campus! Spread mulch, clean up flower beds 
and plant new flowers. Bring gloves; wheelbarrows, rakes, shovels and brooms provid-
ed. Please RSVP for lunch to standrewbythesea@gmail.com by Wednesday, Sept. 9. 
 

adult sunday classes starting in september  
• Seekers Class :: September 13 - October 4 :: Celebration Center, Rm C111 
 Using the book, On Purpose: Finding God’s Voice in Your Passion as a guide, we will 

discover God's purpose for our lives, how to open ourselves to God's voice, and how 
to take the first or next step to follow God's call.   

 Contact: Kerry Tilden at kerry@lovetheocean.com  
 

• Joy Class :: September 13 - December 20 :: Admin. Bldg. Conf. Room :: Hybrid 
The Disciples of Jesus - Our study will be an in-depth study of each individual         
disciple. Materials will be provided.  Contact: Wes Warren, wwarren23@aol.com 

 

new and continuing study opportunities 
⚫  Life Lessons from 1 Samuel: The Importance of Finishing Well 
 Men’s Devotional Group 
 Thursdays :: Began August 6 :: 8:00 - 9:00 am :: Zoom only 
 A good start is crucial, but it's the end that matters. 1 Samuel is a book of good starts 

but bad finishes. Life Lessons by Max Lucado brings the Bible to life in 12 lessons 
filled with intriguing questions, inspirational stories, and poignant reflections to take 
you deeper into God's Word. 

 Contact: Dave Peterson at dvdlptrsn@gmail.com for the Zoom link 

⚫  Disciple Fast Track 3: Letters of Paul 
 Date and time TBD by those interested; open to all 
 Admin. Bldg. Conf. Room :: hybrid :: $15 Study Manual 
 A study of the 13 New Testament letters traditionally attributed to Paul. Paul contin-

ually calls hearers and readers back to God and to a sense of who they are as a peo-
ple ‘set apart.’ Daily reading assignments are designed to establish the historical 
context in which Paul wrote. No previous Bible study experience required.  

 Contact: Kerry at kerry@lovetheocean.com with days and times that work best  

• Devotions From the Beach: Experiencing God’s Calming by Thomas Nelson  
 Devotions and Laughter - A Welcoming Women’s Group 
 Tuesdays :: Begins again September 8 :: 1:00-2:00 pm :: Admin. Bldg. Library  
 Soak in the beauty and tranquility of the beach and grow in your faith with beach-

focused devotions with soothing photography of God’s seaside wonders.   
 Contact: Kerry Tilden at kerry@lovetheocean.com  
 

• 12 Women of the Bible - Life-Changing Stories for Women Today  
 An open Women’s Group 

Mondays :: Begins September 14 :: 6:00 - 7:00 pm :: Admin. Bldg. Conf. Room 
A 12-session Bible study by six acclaimed authors. Their stories are not fairytales, 
their road was not easy, and their examples are not perfect. Participants are asked 
to obtain a copy of the book and read the first chapter prior to the first gathering  
Contact: Connie Borgianini at conniehhi@gmail.com 

 


