A Modern Service of Christian Worship
September 20, 2026

GATHERING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME AND PURPOSE
In the spirit of Christ, please welcome your fellow worshipers

WORSHIP THROUGH SONG
| Thank God
How Great is the Greatness of God
Build My Life

HEARING SCRIPTURE TOGETHER
John 3:22-30 (nRsv)

COMMUNITY PRAYER

SONG OF PREPARATION
Run And Run (Christ Is All My Righteousness)

MESSAGE
‘Achieve New Balance’

GIVING
Christ the Sure and Steady Anchor

MUSIC TO PREPARE USTO GO
Come Let Us Return to the Lord

BLESSING

Worship Team: Jason Snyder, Matt Gredler, Beth Zeitler, Merryl Dietz, Bruce Gale,

Linda Jennings, and Fernie Rivera
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17th Sunday after Pentecost
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A Traditional Service of Christian Worship
September 20, 2026

GATHERING FOR PRAISE
PRELUDE Arioso Handel

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Steve Patterson

*CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 100:1-3
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth.

Worship the LORD with gladness; come into his presence with singing.
Know that the LORD is God. It is he that made us, and we are his;

Rev. Frank Lybrand

we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

*HYMN OF PRAISE - UMH #159 CRUCIFER
Lift High the Cross

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER

ANTHEM Go Out and Serve Him
Seaside Chancel Choir

Besig & Price

HEARING GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE READING John 3:22-30 (NRsv) Melinda Tunner
22 After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he spent
some time there with them and baptized. > John also was baptizing at Aenon near
Salim because water was abundant there; and people kept coming and were being
baptized— **John, of course, had not yet been thrown into prison. > Now a discus-
sion about purification arose between John's disciples and a Jew. **They came to
John and said to him, ‘Rabbi, the one who was with you across the Jordan, to
whom you testified, here he is baptizing, and all are going to him.” *John
answered, ‘No one can receive anything except what has been given from
heaven. *®You yourselves are my witnesses that | said, “l am not the Messiah, but |
have been sent ahead of him.” *’He who has the bride is the bridegroom. The
friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bride-
groom's voice. For this reason my joy has been fulfilled. *°He must increase, but |
must decrease.’

Jesus is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God!

HYMN OF PREPARATION - UMH #710
Faith Of Our Fathers

ST. CATHERINE

SERMON ‘Achieve New Balance’ Rev. Steve Patterson

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH - UMH #884 Korean Methodist Church
We believe in the one God, creator and sustainer of all things, Father of all
nations, the source of all goodness and beauty, all truth and love.

We believe in Jesus Christ, God manifest in the flesh, our teacher, example, and
Redeemer, the Savior of the world.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, God present with us for guidance, for comfort, and
for strength.

We believe in the forgiveness of sins, in the life of love and prayer, and in grace
equal to every need.

We believe in the Word of God contained in the Old and New Testaments as the
sufficient rule both of faith and of practice.

We believe in the church, those who are united in the living Lord for the
purpose of worship and service.

We believe in the reign of God as the divine will realized in human society, and
in the family of God, where we are all brothers and sisters.

We believe in the final triumph of righteousness and in the life everlasting.
Amen.

OFFERTORY Andante Religioso F. Thome

*DOXOLOGY - UMH #95 oLD 100TH

GOING FORTH TO SERVE GOD’S WORLD
*HYMN OF SENDING - UMH #117 ST. ANNE
O God, Our Help in Ages Past

*SENDING FORTH

*SUNG SENDING FORTH Go in Peace

*POSTLUDE Someone’s Praying, Lord D. Wagner

*please stand as you are able
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SANCTUARY FLOWERS

The flowers today are given by Chip and Brenda Christiansen to the glory of God and
in loving memory of Brenda’s mother, Margaret Anderson, a long-time member of
St. Andrew before her passing in 2014.

CONDOLENCES

Our sympathies to the following St. Andrew families:

e Jeanne Seavers and family at the passing of our Christian brother, Ken Seavers, on
September 10, 2026. A private family service has been held.

e Fernie and Suzy Rivera at the passing of Suzy’s uncle, Michael Kohlmiller, on
September 4, in Texas.

ARE YOU A GUEST TODAY?

We're so glad you’re here! Please use the name tag provided at the name tag table,
and sign the attendance book when it is passed. We hope you’ll come back soon or
make St. Andrew your church home.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH AND CONNECTION

Remember to pick up Connection Guide filled with opportunities for spiritual growth
at St. Andrew this fall. You will find many ways to get involved with Small Group
Studies, Fellowship Events, Outreach Programs, Children, Youth, and Family Activi-
ties, and the Music Ministry. Copies are available in the Narthex.

Contact: Fernie Rivera, Director of Faith Formation, fernierhhiumc@gmail.com

FAITH AND FORK

Thursday :: September 24 :: 6:00 pm :: Location TBD each month

The Faith and Fork dining out group meets once a month at various restaurants on
Hilton Head and in Bluffton and is open to couples and singles. Contact: Linda and
Steve Jennings at Imathomenc@icloud.com to RSVP and learn the selected location.

PHYSICAL FITNESS AND FALL PREVENTION FOR SENIORS

Thursday, September 24 :: 2:00 pm :: No Cost :: Celebration Center

Come learn strategies to reduce and prevent fall risks, identify main causes of falls,
and home safety tips to stay safe. Open to the community and presented by Kyle
Marlow, Physical Therapist, Doctor of Physical Therapy and Board Certified Clinical
Specialist in Geriatric Physical Therapy. No RSVPs required.

YOUTH GROUP GATHERING KICK-OFF

NEXT Sunday, September 27 :: 4:00-6:00 pm :: Celebration Center

All middle school and high school students are invited to join us for our Youth Group
Kick-Off Gathering on NEXT Sunday, September 27. Whether you’re a regular or joining
us for the first time, you’re invited! We will have dinner, fun and games, worship and
Bible study. Bring a friend and come ready to have some fun!

BLOOD DRIVE

Sunday, October 11 :: 8:30 am - 1:30 pm :: St. Andrew parking lot

Come together with others from St. Andrew and the community as our Health Ministry
hosts a blood drive in our parking lot. You may schedule an appointment at
oneblood.org; walk-ins are also welcome. Look for the big red bus.

WORSHIP + SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

e Our growing modern worship ministry is seeking a drummer. If you are comfortable
in a contemporary worship setting, enjoy working with a team, and are passionate
about leading others in worship, please contact: Modern Service Worship Leader
Jason Snyder at jrobertsnyder@gmail.com

e Communion Servers are needed for Sunday, October 4 at the 11:09 am service.
For online sign up, visit standrewbytheseaumc.org/serve-on-a-team (under the
‘Get Involved’ tab) to view available slots, or you may email your availability to
standrewbythesea@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP AT ST. ANDREW

We invite you into fellowship as a member of our church family. Indicate your interest
in joining at St. Andrew on the attendance pad today or email to standrewbythe-
sea@gmail.com and one of our pastors will contact you.

A SERVICE OF HEALING AND WHOLENESS

Wednesdays :: 12:00 pm :: Chapel

“Pray for one another that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful
and effective” (James 5:16) These words guide the weekly gathering of folks for our
Healing and Wholeness Service. Persons for whom we have received prayer requests
are prayed for by name. Our lives are woven together with them through our prayers,
holy communion, and being anointed with oil and receiving a blessing. We pray for
their healing and discover together, we are being healed.

Welcoming Children at St. Andrew
Children and infants are always welcome at St. Andrew, and we have several options
for families or those with young visitors.

o |f your child will remain with you during the service, pick up an Activity Binder full
of fun, worship-related content to keep kids occupied. The binders can be found
in the Narthex. Ask an usher.

e The balcony alcoves are set up with comfortable seating, books, puzzles, and
activities. The alcove on the right has toys specifically chosen for our youngest
attendees.

e The staffed nursery/toddler room is located in the Admin. Building. Worship
services are live streamed to that room.



