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Come Aside to be Lifted Up

by Rev. Steve Patterson, Lead Pastor

One September morning when | lived in Pickens, | went out to the
back yard to feed Faulkner, my German shepherd. Overhead, move-
ment caught my eye, and out of automatic reflex, | looked up. There
| saw several large birds gliding by... not very high, wings set,
slipping gently through the air toward west. They were Broad-
winged Hawks, and this was the exact time of year when their
migration flow through South Carolina takes the largest number of
them to their wintering grounds in South America. | saw twenty, but
at places like Caesar's Head, Sassafras Mountain, and Mount Pisgah
several thousand can be seen in the period of a day.

It is September again, and with that sense of movement in the air, |
am stirred to consider our task—actually, our nature—as the
Church. Christianity itself is a movement, a migration in faith that
repositions us regularly along the route of God's desire. We are
moving toward perfection, said John Wesley, toward an intended
goal that God has in mind. It is the nature of the Church to move
forward, advancing ourselves in the recognition that every place
and moment we occupy is holy.

Okay, if the hawks' ultimate destina-
tion is south, why were they heading
west? In order to conserve strength,
migrating birds of prey take advantage of prevailing
winds and rising columns of warm air called ther-
mals. Thermals lift the hawks to great heights so they
may coast for miles without having to flap their
wings. And their migration—their movement—is
advanced toward the goal. But in order to locate the thermals, the
birds sometimes need to fly in directions other than south.

In the life of the Church, you and | are lifted by regular occasions of
worship, Bible study, and group fellowship. We are taken to great
heights when we turn aside weekly from our goal-oriented drives
for productivity and success. Then, gliding through the busy week,
our strength is conserved while our souls enjoy the bracing rush of
movement.

You need this. God made the Sabbath because you do. Come aside
to be lifted up, and enjoy the flight! &% )
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I was in middle school the first
time | tried reading through the
Bible from cover to cover. | read
the creation stories, | read about
Adam and, | read about Cain and
Able, and then | started reading
Y the story of Noah’s Ark and | got

very confused. Where did all the
people come from? Why would God cause the flood? Was the
whole world really destroyed? | was only a couple of chapters in,
and | already had too many questions!
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That’s when | came up with the perfect plan. A teacher once told
me that if | ever needed to speed read, | needed to focus on the
first and last couple of paragraphs of each chapter to get a basic
understanding. | decided to put this strategy into practice, but |
took it up a notch. | skipped all the way to the last two chapters of
Revelation thinking that by doing so | would have a basic under-
standing of what the whole Bible was about.

As you can imagine, | ended up even more confused.

It wasn’t until | started participating in things like youth group, Bible
studies, and camps, that the scriptures started to make sense and
my faith began to deepen.

Truth is, when our faith journey is done in community,
our lives change in unimaginable ways.

On September 13, we will be kicking off our faith formation groups.
This is a great opportunity for you to grow deeper in your faith jour-
ney surrounded by others doing the same. There are many different
groups to choose from, each one helping you grow in your faith in
different ways.

If you are interested, contact me atfernierhhiumc@gmail.org.
There are also fall catalogues located by the Sanctuary entrance in
the Narthex and at the front desk in the church office.

Give ‘em heaven,
Fernie Rivera, Director of Faith Formation &*
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by Paul Gomez, Manager, Hispanic/Lating Secker n

at United Methodist Communic "'t\ﬁﬁﬁs

Like many other people, my favorite season is autumn. This is
not just because my birthday falls near the beginning of the
equinox, but also because the air is crisp. In some parts of the
country, the leaves begin to burn into an explosive palette, con-
stellations shift in the night sky while the days die early, and
pumpkin spice intoxicates the senses. Life is starting to change
—again. While overwhelming deadlines and new lifestyles are
well underway, it's time to stop and remember how we got
here, and where we're going.

Social media and corporate marketing illustrate the beginning of
the final chapters of the year as a time to shop and celebrate
with Christmas countdowns starting in August and Cyber Mon-
day sales announced on Labor Day; although the Bible shows us
that the beginning of these changes are some of the most sacred
chapters. When Jesus knew the end of his story on earth was
fast approaching, he gathered the disciples to break bread
together one last time, thus the most revered supper in history
took place. Inward reflection during the time before an extreme
change is a spiritual practice that the Methodist tradition
observes to this day.

| invite you, too, to pause —take a moment this season to review
your memories from the past few months so that you may
discover how your experiences, the relationships you gained or
lost, and the work of God in your life have led your footsteps to
the place they are now.

As | write this, | find myself in the middle of the hourglass. I'm
reminded of my mortality between the seasons, yet privileged to
look back at the time that has passed piled in the bottom of the
glass, all while looking up to the possibility of each and every
new grain of sand that gravity pulls.

Just one rotation around the sun ago | was gearing up for the
same old stagnant year. Back to school, work, and the concrete
schedule I'd enjoyed a vacation from over the summer. How-
ever, something felt different—my heart wasn't in the same
place it used to be. | began to feel a need to change with the
seasons, a need to shed my leaves like the trees and allow
nature to reduce me to my core. The core that does not boast all
of the enticing flowers and colors that eventually blow away in
the wind. | needed to focus on Paul and his relationship between
himself and God. | asked myself, where is my life going?

It was around this time last year that | attended a meeting out of
state and a close friend shared a life changing opportunity he

-all Fellowship

‘Opportunities
BEGINS AGAIN
FAITH AND FORK
Dining Out Group
d Thursdays, once a month
N Next One: September 24

FAITH AND FORK 6:00 pm

% Qs (Grewp The Faith and Fork dining out group
re-gathers! These evenings out are hosted at

various restaurants on Hilton Head and in Bluffton and open to cou-
ples and singles.

Contact: Linda and Steve Jennings at Imathomenc@icloud.com to
RSVP and learn the selected location.

BEGINS AGAIN

-~ FAITH ON TAP

‘t | Thursdays, once a month

il Begins again September 10

6:00 pm

7| Faith on Tap group meets at differ-

ent breweries or pizza spots on
- Hilton Head and in Bluffton and

offers family-friendly locations.

Contact: Linda and Steve Jennings at Imathomenc@icloud.com to
RSVP and learn the selected location.

BEGINS AGAIN

GAMES FELLOWSHIP
Fridays, once a month
Begins again September 18

Celebration Center

Come play games—card games,
board games, parlor games. All ages
welcome, perfect for a family night out; bring a savory snack to
share, beverages provided.

Contact: Kerry Tilden at kerry@Ilovetheocean.com

CONTINUING

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Tuesdays :: 6:30 pm

Celebration Center

For questions and/or to join the
weekly interest email list, contact
Scott Wild, scottwild74@gmail.com

MEN'S
OPEN-GYM
BASKETBALL

wanted me to look into. After noodling with it on the flight
home, | suddenly realized that everything that | was doing and
everyone that | knew would never be the same. Life never went
back to normal. All of the sudden, the people | held close started
drifting away, and the opportunities that | had worked hard to
create were vanishing. | quickly began to lose hope from the
sinking sand beneath my feet. It was time for prayer. I'll admit
that | struggled with the thought of picking up and starting over
when | had already grown comfortably into my clay pot.

Continued on page 7



NEW and Continuing Studies and Classes

:: WOMEN’'S STUDIES ::

CONTINUING
8 Devotions From the Beach:

Experiencing God’s Calming

I Devotions and Laughter - A Welcoming

Women’s Group

-~ 1:00 - 2:00 pm :: Admin Bldg. Library
=48 Soak in the beauty and tranquility of the beach and
: grow in your faith with beach-focused devotions by
Thomas Nelson with soothing photography of God’s seaside won-
ders. Life is better at the beach--but you already knew that. These
photos and reflections will take you right to the water's edge, where
God's voice is often clearer than ever—messages of hope, comfort,
strength, and rest. So, breathe deeply and open your heart and soul
to the One who shaped it all.

Contact: Kerry Tilden at kerry@Ilovetheocean.com

CONTINUING
12 Women of the Bible
g A 12-session Bible study by six acclaimed authors
I 2 An open welcoming Women’s Group
UM I\ Mondays :: Begins again September 14

6:00 - 7:00 pm :: Admin. Bldg. Conf. Room
Their stories are not fairytales, their road was not
easy, and their examples are not perfect. Partici-
pants are asked to obtain a copy of the book and
read the first chapter prior to the first gathering.

Nalille/

Contact: Connie Borgianini at conniehhi@gmail.com

:: MEN’S STUDY ::

NEW
Life Lessons from 1 Samuel: The Importance of Fin-
MAX ishing Well
LUCADO .
Men’s Devotional Group
1 SAMUEL  Thursdays :: Now through September 27

s 8:00 - 9:00 am :: Zoom only

- = A good start is crucial, but it's the end that matters.
i ;Pl:iflV‘v. ’If'“ % 1 Samuel is a book of good starts but bad finishes.
AR U Ejj was a sterling religious leader, but by the end of
his life, the ark of the covenant had been captured and his two re-
bellious sons killed. Samuel was a prophet of God who anointed
kings, but his sons also turned away from the Lord. These stories
remind us that when it comes to our faith, we also need to finish
well. The Life Lessons with Max Lucado brings the Bible to life in 12
lessons filled with intriguing questions, inspirational stories, and
poignant reflections to take you deeper into God's Word.

Contact: Dave Peterson at dvdlptrsn@gmail.com for the Zoom link

Actual Budget (Unfavorable)

{ '|Revenue $710,518 $662,894 $47,624
. Expenses $786,885 $682,208 (5104,677)
{Net Surplus/(Deficit ($76, 367) ($19,314) (357, 053)

"”%,\ -

.. FOR EVERYONE ::

INTERESTED?
Disciple Fast Track llI: Letters of Paul
DISCIPLE  Date and time TBD by those interested

FAST TRACK

Admin. Bldg. Conf. Room :: HYBRID

$15 Study Manual

A study of the 13 New Testament letters traditional-

ly attributed to Paul. Paul is continually calling hear-

ers and readers back to their God and to a sense of
~who they are as a people "set apart.” Daily reading

assignments are designed to establish the historical context in

which Paul wrote. No previous Bible Study experience needed.

Contact: Kerry at kerry@Iovetheocean.com with days and times that
work best

.- SUNDAY CLASSES ::

NE

On Purpose: Finding God’s Voice in Your Passion

! Seekers Class

ON Sundays :: September 13 - October 4

10:15-11:00 am :: Room C111, Celebration Center
We are hungry for a sense of purpose, direction, and
calling in our lives. We want to participate in some-
thing that has eternal merit and lasting impact. We
do not want to live a shallow, hollow existence. We
yearn for deeper meaning, for deeper purpose within our lives. We
want to be more than we are. In this book, authors Magrey deVega,
Sam McGlothlin, Jevon Caldwell-Gross, and Susan Robb help us see
God's purpose for our lives, how to open ourselves to God's voice,
and how to take the first or next step to follow God's call. Individu-
als will learn how to channel their passions, hear God’s voice, and
live the life they were meant to live.
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PURPOSE

tnding God's Voice
1n Your Passion

Contact: Kerry Tilden at kerry@lovetheocean.com

NEW

Disciples of Jesus

Joy Class

Sundays :: September 13 - December 20 :: Hybrid

10:15 - 11:00 am :: Admin. Bldg. Conf. Rm. or Zoom

These sessions will focus on the disciples of Jesus — an in-depth
study of each disciple. Each class, or two, will focus on each disciple.
Materials will be provided by the class leader.

Contact: Wes Warren, wwarren23@aol.com

GIVING AT A GLANCE (January-July 2026)

Year-to-Date Year-to-Date  variance favorable/
Actual Budget (Unfavorable)

Contributions $647,393 $651,494 (54,101)

OPERATING REVENUE AND EXPENSES (January-July 2026)

Year-to-Date Year-to-Date  Variance favorable/
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GRIEFQYSHARE

Weekly Support Group

The road to recovering from loss is not meant to

be walked alone. Come find hope and healing.

Wednesdays, Begins September 9
[:30-3:00 pm, in-person // Celebration Center
Participants Workbook $25

No matter what the circumstances, grief is a painful, confusing
process. A GriefShare group is a safe, welcoming place where
people understand the difficult emotions of grief. During this 13-
week support group program, participants discover what to
expect in the days ahead and what’s “normal” in grief. Since
there are no neat, orderly stages of grief, participants learn
helpful ways of coping with grief in all its unpredictability—and
receive solid support each step of the way.

At weekly meetings, participants view videos featuring respect-
ed counselors, pastors, and healthcare professionals on grief-
related topics, plus relatable personal stories of grief. A small-
group discussion allows people time to talk, share support, and
personally apply what they learned from the video. Participants
receive a book with valuable exercises for navigating their per-
sonal grieving process.

Topics include how to manage grief-related emotions such as
loneliness, anxiety, sadness, anger, and regret; coping with life
and relationship changes; and managing feelings of being stuck
or hopeless.

GriefShare group participants have repeatedly shared that they
feel comforted and encouraged by being in a place where peo-
ple truly understand what they’re going through. And they feel a
sense of relief when they’re given guidance and tips on how to
deal with the daily challenges.

Weekly group meetings begin on Wednesday, September 9,
from 1:30 pm-3:00 pm. The $25 participation fee includes the
workbook and is payable to St. Andrew at the first meeting. Reg-
ister online at find.griefshare.org/groups/292768.

All members of the community are welcome.

Contact: Lesley Kyle at lesley.kyle@icloud.com, 914.671.9524, or
visit griefshare.org

GrieféShare‘

Surviving

theﬁW
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Tidings of Comfort and Joy?

Facing the holidays after bereavement

Sunday, November I5

[:30-4:30 pm, in-person // Celebration Center
Participants Workbook $15

When you’re grieving the death of a family member or friend,
you may dread the holiday season. Thoughts of social gather-
ings, family traditions, and obligations leave you anxious and
overwhelmed. Your sadness can seem unbearable. You may
wish you could skip these next two months and go straight to
the routine of the next year—but you can’t. What can you do to
lessen your stress and loneliness?

Join us for “Surviving the Holidays,” a class led by Stephen Min-
isters, Brenda Armstrong, and Lesley Kyle, on Sunday, Novem-
ber 15, from 1:30-4:30 pm. The $15 participation fee includes a
workbook and to St. Andrew at the beginning of the class.

Register online at find.griefshare.org/events/293349.
All community members are welcome.

Contact: Lesley Kyle at lesley.kyle@icloud.com, 914.671.9524, or
visit griefshare.org

ANNUAL COMMUNITY

THANKSGIVING DINNER
Hilton Head Island, SC

Since 1999

The 27" Annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner will be held on
Thanksgiving Day, November 26, from 11 am-3 pm at Hudson's
Seafood House on the Docks.

Volunteer registration opens after Labor Day, and St. Andrew
Congregation Members will have the opportunity to register
before the public announcement deploys. Please watch the
weekly church email blast space for that announcement.

Contact: Lesley Kyle at info@communitythanksgiving.com, or
843.505.1370.
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St Andrew By-The-Sea Bridge Builders

As outreach ministry of St.
Andrew, Bridge Builders is an
ecumenical group committed
to listening, learning, and
taking action to address racism
and inequity in our culture—in
local communities and

" beyond. Grounded in our faith
PEOPL ON THE OTHER SIDE. and our belief in the dignity of
every person, we seek to deepen our understanding of these
issues and share what we learn with the St. Andrew congrega-
tion and the broader community.

\ =
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We believe meaningful change happens when people of
different faith traditions, backgrounds, and perspectives come
together. We hope to build relationships with other faith-based
and community organizations and collaborate on seminars,
community presentations, book discussions, and other opportu-
nities for honest conversation and education. Together, we can
build bridges of understanding, strengthen our communities,
and work toward a more just and equitable future.

Our next meeting is September 14 at 11:00 am in Room C111 in
the Celebration Center. All are welcome to join us! §%

September is a great time ¥
for new beginnings: a new
school year, a fresh start to
church activities, the count-
down to the holidays and
Advent, and a chance to
take stock of our health
needs as we age. Yes, we
are all aging, like it or not! St. Andrew’s health ministry team is
always looking for new ways to educate our congregation about
the things that matter to you.

In response to a request from members of St. Andrew, we will
gather on September 24 at 2 pm in the Celebration Center to
listen to a presentation on physical fitness—improving our
balance and decreasing our fall risk. The presentation will be
given by Kyle Marlow, PT, DPT, a Board-Certified Clinical Special-
ist in Geriatric Physical Therapy. Registration is not required, but
please let us know if you plan to attend so we have enough
chairs.

Memory Matters is a great resource for programs and events.
You can find sessions such as Brain Boosters, as well as support
for caregivers, online at mymemorymatters.org by clicking
‘Events.’

Please let us know if there are any other health-related topics \‘},
you would be interested in. Wishing you all a healthy fall season! «

Contact: Merryl Dietz at meri"yldigtz@verizon.net. &5 \

SERVINGOPPO FZ
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USE WHATEVER GIFT YOU HAVE EI\IED 10 SERVE OTHERS

For all contact information and easy sign up or any of these
ways to serve God and the people of St. Andrew, please visit
standrewbytheseaumc.org/serve-on-a-team

COMMUNION SERVERS

Servers are needed the first Sunday of every month. No
previous experience required. A great way for singles, couples,
and families to serve together.

TECH TEAM

Anyone, middle school age and up, is invited to be part of our
Screen Team, helping to operate Sunday morning worship. No
previous experience necessary, training provided.

Contact: Bryan Dobbs, Tech Coordinator

OFFERING COUNTING TEAM

Additional members are needed for the Offering Counting
Team. This service opportunity requires approximately just
one hour of your time once or twice a month.

Contact: Paula Refice at paularhhiumc@gmail.com

FELLOWSHIP FRIENDS

Tuesdays via Zoom, 10:00 am

‘Watch the St. findrew email each Thuraday
to see the weekly Tocused Sharing Topica

LET’S GET THE GROUP TOGETHER!
Get ready because youth ministry is about to kick-off for all
middle school and high school students! If you, or someone you
know, is interested in learning more about what to expect, you
are invited to a parent meeting on
Sunday, September 13
10:05 am in the Youth Room (Admin. Bldg.)

Learn more about the vision for youth ministry and get your
students signed up.

Contact: Fernie Rivera at fernierhhiumc@gmail.com



§ eo August Soup Kitchen Report

@ by 20%, and on two Fridays we served

OD K‘tc\“@ 56 guest families. Word is spreading about the
welcome found here, drawing new families who need support.
That growth is a meaningful encouragement to our nearly 50
island-wide volunteers who serve faithfully on Tuesdays and
Fridays.

;,-; uring June and July, guest numbers at
the St. Andrew Soup Kitchen increased

Following each Tuesday and Friday meal, our kitchen coordina-
tors send an update to the volunteer teams. A portion of a
recent note below offers a glimpse into this ministry.

“We had strong numbers Friday: 58 guests and volunteers in the
prayer circle, 44 guests through the Harvest Table, 44 hot meals
served, and 34 to-go bags sent home. Thank you to the Harvest
Table team for quickly preparing bags of meat, milk, vegetables,
and bread for the guests who arrived after lunch service ended.
They appreciated your kindness and flexibility.

Tyler served as lead chef this week, supported by an energetic
kitchen team that prepared sausage and peppers on rolls with
tater tots. We also celebrated August birthdays with cake and ice
cream. Three new guests joined our Friday Soup Kitchen family.

On Friday, August 21, Taste of Europe provided this month’s
restaurant week meal. Each month, a local restaurant donates
70 meals.

Thank you for the many donations that make the St. Andrew By-
The-Sea Soup Kitchen possible. We always welcome new volun-
teers and guests, and we invite you to join us on Tuesdays and
Fridays in the Celebration Center from 8:30 to 10:30 am.”

New at the Soup Kitchen

e Clothing distribution, led by Mary Rothert, has grown to more
than 200 pieces each week. Grant funds dedicated to
children’s clothing also helped prepare three guest families’
children for the school year.

e Thanks to PAWS, an island nonprofit, we now provide donated
cat and dog food. This has been very popular with guests and
offers welcome financial relief to families with pets.

e Kay Sharp continues to teach conversational English on Fridays
and has coordinated with Self Help, formerly Bluffton Self
Help, to offer formal English as a Second Language classes on
Tuesdays. The program will emphasize speaking skills, with
two goals: helping guests and volunteers communicate more
easily and improving employment opportunities by reducing
the language barrier. g%
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usic is vital to worship at St. Andrew, with opportuni-

" ties for all styles and ages. Whether you love hymns or

modern songs, there’s a place for you. Explore the
options below to get involved this Fall.

MODERN WORSHIP TEAM

Our growing modern worship ministry consists of volunteers,
both instrumentalists and vocalists, who bring contemporary
Christian music for modern worship experiences here at St.
Andrew. There are opportunities open to singers and
musicians—including guitarists, bassists, percussionists, saxoph-
onists, horn players, and string players.

Interested in joining?
If you are comfortable in a contemporary worship setting,
enjoy working with a team, and are passionate about leading
others in worship, we want to connect with you!
Contact: Jason Snyder, Modern Service Worship Leader at
jrobertsnyder@gmail.com

SEASIDE CHANCEL CHOIR

Participating in the Chancel Choir is a great way to meet new
people while using your musical gifts to serve God, the church,
and the community. The choir leads worship each Sunday at the
9:00 am traditional service, as well as many other special
services throughout the year. If you can’t make a weekly
commitment to join, you are welcome to participate for special
occasions (holidays, cantatas, etc.)—we would be happy for you
to join us as your schedule allows.

Rehearsals
Chancel Choir rehearsals are in the Music Room
Wednesdays, beginning again September 9, 5:30-7:00 pm
Interested in joining?
The Chancel Choir includes members and non-members of
the church. The choir is open to all adult vocalists high school
age and older. There is no audition and all are welcome. The
Chancel choir is led by Bruce Gale, Music Director.
Contact: Bruce at bruceghhiumc@gmail.com

SEASIDE HANDBELL CHOIR
St. Andrew’s handbell choir helps lead worship monthly,
generally the second Sunday of the month. The choir is open to
anyone interested, regardless of handbell experience or ability
to read music.
Rehearsals

Rehearsals are in the Sanctuary

Tuesdays, beginning again September 8, 2:00-3:00 pm.
Interested in joining?

New ringers are accepted at any time; there is no audition.

Contact: Bruce Gale at bruceghhiumc@gmail.com

INSTRUMENTALISTS
Instrumentalists of all ages, musical styles, and abilities are
invited to participate in our music ministry. Whether you enjoy
playing solo, in a small ensemble, or as an accompanist, there is
a place for you at either the Modern or Traditional service.
Interested in joining?

Contact: Bruce Gale at bruceghhiumc@gmail.com &%



Saturday,

Work Day at
p the Church

8:00 am - 12 noon
Lunch + Water Provided

Spreading mulch, cleaning up
flower beds and planting flowers.

b % Bring your gloves and preferred tools.
Wheelbarrows, rakes, shovels and

brooms supplied.

"Wﬁarewbythesea@gmall com for the Iunch count

Fall my@ Sunduy - Leb Celehrate!

As summer comes to a close and we begin a new season together,
let’s celebrate with a Fall Kickoff Sunday!

‘ Sunday, September 13

We're looking forward to welcoming everyone back from summer
travels and enjoying a time of fellowship with our church family.

.

You are invited to sign up to bring a favorite savory or sweet treat to
share! Any treat you enjoy making—or buying—is welcome.

Please sign up HERE to bring a treat and help make our Fall Kickoff a delicious celebration!
Let’s come together between and after services to reconnect with old friends, welcome new faces, and enjoy a
wonderful start to the fall season.
Don'’t forget...our 2 service format resumes
on September 13
Traditional worship at 9:00
Adult Classes + Studies at 10:15
Modern worship at 11:09

)
M/e ctm( wtu( 4 §e jo((
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é%c& W l].}7 Contact Lynn Gorrell at gorreli730@gmail.com or standrewbythesea@gmail.com

When signing up, please remember.,
® |ndicate what type of treat you will bring
® Have your treat ready to serve on a platter or in a basket
® Bring your treat to the refreshment table when you arrive
that morning

Physical Fitness + Fall Prevention for Semors

Thursday, September 24
2:00 pm
Kyle Marlow, Physical Therapist,

Doctor of Physical Therapy and Board Certified Clinical
Specialist in Geriatric Physical Therapy

The fact is that as we age, the risk of falling and risk of
serious injury from a fall, increases dramatically, especially
after age 65. Come learn strategies to reduce and prevent
fall risks, to identify main causes of falls, and home safety
tips to stay safe.

SPONSORED BY
The Health Ministry of

September 12 & 5

Autumn Reflections continued from page 2

Nevertheless, God wanted to take me out of the
walled off garden, plant me in the open orchard, and
let me lay down deep roots nurtured by grace and
God's word.

So | started letting go. And it's ok to let go. It may be
difficult to discern what should remain in your life
and what you need to make room for, but God has a
way of making it clear when those things begin to
remove themselves from your life. Though they may
be painful to let go of, remember that your life has a
calling into which you will live. A calling that nobody
said would be simple. A calling that you might not
believe is yours because you are not qualified. Yet,
God has never called the qualified. Instead, God
qualified the called.

Today, | am blooming on my own. It's not easy, but
the experience is beautiful. | am so thankful and
blessed to have had the courage to do something
new—something that | had never done before,
because God has called me to do it. God's got my
back and has only surpassed my expectations; God
will do the same for you.

This season you might find yourself in a new dorm, in
a new city, with a new job, maybe in a new relation-
ship status. No matter what differences life brings
during this time of change, acknowledge God's hand
in the workings behind it all. Look to the horizon with
hope and the hardiness to rise beyond the temper-
ate changes and grow steadfast as a tree deeply
rooted in the word and grace of God.

While autumn can be associated with melancholy
and endless summer opportunities dropping like
leaves, it should equally be associated with the har-
vest. The harvest is a time to not only appreciate
what God has given you, but also to take those bless-
ings and share them with others. To share your new
wisdom, love, or courage with those you hold dear
and those who will benefit from your blessing.

Along with fall comes All Saints Day a religious holi-
day set to honor the memory of those who have
gone before us into the life everlasting. Even in
death, we are reminded of God's love for our ances-
tors while we celebrate our gratitude for their lives
and the gifts they have bestowed upon us.

Autumn is a special time in the life of the church and
in the life of those beyond it. It's an opportunity to
stand on the threshold between the old and the
new. Autumn is a time to put the final pieces of the
puzzle together and see the bigger picture. To look in
-between the ends of the hourglass and realize the

¢ gift of your life and its fragility. Look for the ways
' God has shaped your life in the past and how God is

molding your future. !:Iarvest the experiences you
have been blessed with and be grateful for another
season of life. &%
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Church Office Hours
M-F 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

SUNDAY WORSHIP

In-person + Online

9:00 am Traditional Worship
[0:15 am  Adult Classes/Studies
[1:09 am Modern Worship
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Rev. Frank E. Lybrand
Associate Pastor
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