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God’s Care Toward Us

by Rev. Steve Patterson, Lead Pastor

III

“Are you a birder?” | affirmed that | was. “Well, you're in luck.
didn’t know what she meant, but | noticed for the first time that
she was carrying a Great Egret. “Why are you carrying a Great
Egret?”

This took place at Oak Island,
NC, several years ago. It turns
out the woman was a bird
rehabilitator. The volunteer
with her was also carrying a
 bird, a Clapper Rail. Both
birds had been injured and
~ were being returned to the

- marsh after receiving care
and rest in the woman’s wild-
life infirmary.

ways my ways,” dedaTé:t = | stood on the boardwalk
LORD. Isaiah 55'8":_:4. with them and watched as

S the rail was given its free-

dom. Immediately, it flew from the platform and landed beside
the tidal creek below us, home sweet mud! In a glad-to-be-away
-from-the-humans sort of way, it stalked quickly between the

blades of grass and out of sight.

Then it was time to release the egret. Flapping and lunging its
complaint at having been detained, the tall white bird was finally
let go. It glided to the opposite side of the creek from where the
rail had landed, and stood there looking indignant and defiant,
fiddler crabs and tiny fish scattering from its sudden presence.
Neither bird could know that there was no need to be stressed;
it was natural for them to be wary.

Do these birds depict human reaction in some way? Do people
ever resist the assistance or restorative measures of One more
knowing and capable than themselves? Having been helped, do
humans ever flee the scene of compassion, leaving behind the
ones who made the difference? The birds could not know or
understand the circumstances of their own predicaments, much
less the intentions of the helpers in whose hands they found
themselves.

People are not birds, and | realize that I’'m oversimplifying some
pretty complex biological and ethological realities, but it does
make me appreciate the deep, incomprehensible, merciful
patience of God’s care toward us. g%

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways
my ways,” declares the LORD. Isaiah 55:8

This is YOUR Church!
by Bob Dietz, Church Council Chair

I am blessed to make

a difference.
DEUTERONOMY 8:17-18

Fall is a busy time of year for St. Andrew with many
activities and programs; all focused on continuing the work of
Christ in our lives and community. Amongst those activities are
the renewal of our small group studies, planning for our Thanks-
giving Meal and Christmas Grace, preparation of a budget for
2027, our Charge Conference, as well as our Stewardship Cam-
paign.

This year’s Stewardship Campaign will be held in October with a
theme of:

This is My Church and this is My Share in making it THRIVE!

During October our services will highlight the work our Church
does spreading the love and word of Christ in our community
and how our Outreach, Small Groups and Community involve-
ment amplify Christ’s message. On November 1, in addition to
All Saints Day and communion, we will celebrate Pledge Sunday
and commitment to Our Church.

By making a pledge, you help advance the work of Christ and
support YOUR Church. Your support is vital to our work and
outreach, and we are blessed to have you make a pledge. More
communication and details will be forth coming, which will
highlight how your pledge supports St. Andrew and more
importantly, the work of St. Andrew in our community.

Thank you in advance for your pledge, your Gifts and Witness
remain a blessing. Thank you for being part of St. Andrew! &%

Sunday, November 1, at 2:30 pm

to be held at Church of the Palms UMC
1425 Okatie Hwy, Okatie, SC 29909

This is an open,
in-person only meeting
conducted by
Rev. Tiffany Knowlin
Boykin, our new District
Superintendent.

CHARGE

CONFERENCE

The date, time, and location of the meeting are determined by the DS.




NEW and Continuing Studies and Classes

:: WOMEN’S STUDIES ::

CONTINUING STUDY

Devotions From the Beach: Experiencing God’s Calming

Devotions and Laughter - A Welcoming

Women’s Group

Tuesdays :: 1:00 - 2:00 pm :: Admin Bldg. Library

Soak in the beauty and tranquility of the beach and grow in your
faith with beach-focused devotions by Thomas Nelson with sooth-
ing photography of God’s seaside wonders. These photos and reflec-
tions will take you right to the water's edge, where God's voice is
often clearer than ever—messages of hope, comfort, strength, and
rest.

Contact: Kerry Tilden at kerry@Ilovetheocean.com

CONTINUING STUDY

12 Women of the Bible

A 12-session Bible study by six acclaimed authors

An open welcoming Women’s Group

Mondays :: 6:00 - 7:00 pm :: Admin. Bldg. Conf. Room

Their stories are not fairytales, their road was not easy, and their
examples are not perfect.

Contact: Connie Borgianini at conniehhi@gmail.com

:: FOR EVERYONE ::
NEW STUDY
Disciple Fast Track lll: Letters of Paul
Fridays :: September 25-December 11 :: 11 am - 12:15 pm
Admin. Bldg. Conf. Room :: HYBRID
$15 Study Manual
A study of the 13 New Testament letters traditionally attributed to
Paul. Paul is continually calling hearers and readers back to their
God and to a sense of who they are as a people "set apart.” Daily
reading assignments are designed to establish the historical context
in which Paul wrote. No previous Bible Study experience needed.

Contact: Kerry at kerry@Ilovetheocean.com

. SUNDAY CLASSES ::
NEW STUDY - Seekers Class
Five Marks of a Methodist: The Fruit of a Living Faith
Sundays :: October 11 - November 15
10:15-11:00 am :: Room C111, Celebration Center
Steve Harper offers an accessible, spiritually grounded guide to a
faith shaped by love, joy, gratitude, prayer, and care for others.
Drawing from genuine Christian living, John Wesley outlined in The
Character of a Methodist, Harper makes the case that these five
qualities aren’t abstract ideals—they’re a practical way of life, avail-
able to anyone seeking more than belief.

Contact: Kerry Tilden at kerry@Ilovetheocean.com

CONTINUING STUDY

Disciples of Jesus - Joy Class

Sundays :: Now through December 20 :: Hybrid

10:15 - 11:00 am :: Admin. Bldg. Conf. Rm. or Zoom

These sessions will focus an in-depth study of each of Jesus’ disci-
ples. Each class, or two, will focus on a disciple. Materials will be
provided by the class leader.

Contact: Wes Warren, wwarren23@aol.com

Sunday

What if Sunday’s sermon didn’t end when
worship was over?

A new opportunity is taking shape!

This group will help participants take a
deeper look at the sermon, ask meaningful
questions around scripture, and discover
how to put Sundays’ message into practice
throughout the week.

Come explore, discuss, and leave with a
challenge to help you live the message
Beyond Sunday!
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More details to come soon. If you are interested in
leading, participating, or just want more
information contact Fernie at
fernierhhiumc@gmail.com

This is another in a series of ‘s\i“*‘f'g

brief articles by your Endow- =2 /7

ment Committee to inform

or remind you about some of

the ways you can plan a gift ENDOWMENT FUND
to the permanent Endowment Fund of St. Andrew By-The-Sea
United Methodist Church. This month we raise the idea of using an
“excess” portion of money set aside for retirement.

For some retired people, the amount in retirement accounts or
pension plans may greatly exceed the needs of the retiree to live
comfortably. Unless specific provisions are made concerning these
funds, these assets may be subject to taxation for beneficiaries and
heirs which could otherwise be avoided by donating a portion to a
qualified charity, such as the Endowment Fund of our church. Prop-
er beneficiary and designation planning could result in a reduced
amount lost to taxation. If this is a potential issue with you, we sug-
gest you consult with your tax advisor for the specific ways in which
you and St. Andrew might benefit.

All gifts to the church’s Endowment Fund are kept in perpetuity
and only the earnings are used to support church and community
programs. For additional information, contact Bruce Siebold, Chair
of the Endowment Committee, at 843.368.7788 or via email at
brucesiebold@gmail.com
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Tidings of Comfort and Joy?
Facing the holidays after bereavement
Sunday, November 15

1:30-4:30 pm, in-person // Celebration Center
Participants Workbook $15

When you're grieving the death of a family member or friend,
you may dread the holiday season. Thoughts of social gather-
ings, family traditions, and obligations leave you anxious and
overwhelmed. Your sadness can seem unbearable. You may
wish you could skip these next two months and go straight to
the routine of the next year—but you can’t. What can you do to
lessen your stress and loneliness?

Join us for “Surviving the Holidays,” a class led by Stephen Min-
isters, Brenda Armstrong, and Lesley Kyle, on Sunday, Novem-
ber 15, from 1:30-4:30 pm. The $15 participation fee includes a
workbook and to St. Andrew at the beginning of the class.

Register online at find.griefshare.org/events/293349.
All community members are welcome.

Contact: Lesley Kyle at lesley.kyle@icloud.com, 914.671.9524, or
visit griefshare.org

Fellowship Friends continue to meet Tuesdays via Zoom
with new focused sharing topics each week

Suempone is invited to join in!
Email jaygraves@hotmail.com for an invitation link. If you
do not have access to the internet, you can still participate
via telephone. Leader Jay Graves will send you directions.

Contact Jay at jaygraves@hotmail.com or 315.882.6847 for
the zoom link or to join by phone

October Fellowship
Opportunities

¥ FAITH ON TAP

Thursdays, once a month

| Next One: October 8

.1 6:00 pm

“ Faith on Tap group meets at differ-
. | ent breweries or pizza spots on
Hilton Head and in Bluffton, and

offers family-friendly locations.

Contact: Linda and Steve Jennings at Imathomenc@icloud.com to
RSVP and learn the selected location.

GAMES FELLOWSHIP

Fridays, once a month

Next One: October 16 | ==

6:00 - 8:00 pm B

Celebration Center

Come play games—card games,

board games, parlor games. All ages welcome, perfect for a family
night out; bring a savory snack to share, beverages provided.

Contact: Kerry Tilden at kerry@Ilovetheocean.com

FAITH AND FORK

Dining Out Group

Thursdays, once a month

Next One: October 22

FAITH AND FORK 6:00 pm

% 04 C 7+ The Faith and Fork dining out group meets
once a month at various restaurants on Hil-

ton Head and in Bluffton and is open to couples and singles.

Contact: Linda and Steve Jennings at Imathomenc®@icloud.com to

RSVP and learn the selected location.

% ¢ DONATE
2% BLOOD
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St. Andrew By The Sea

Sunday, October 11
8:30 AM - 1:30 PM

All donors receive”:

- $20 eGift Card

- Halloween T-shirt

- Wellness Checkup including blood
pressure, pulse, temperature, iron
count, and cholesterol screening.

Fact: Small Act. Big Impact.
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ID REQUIRED o BIG

Appointments are encouraged,
please scan the QR code or
visit oneblood.org/donate-now
and use sponsor code 33952

BUS



mailto:jaygraves@hotmail.com

|

/s ‘ h e / A 4‘ /. |
usic is vital to worship at St. Andrew, with opportuni-
" ties for all styles and ages. Whether you love hymns or

modern songs, there’s a place for you. Explore the
options below to get involved this Fall.

MODERN WORSHIP TEAM

Our growing modern worship ministry consists of volunteers,
both instrumentalists and vocalists, who bring contemporary
Christian music for modern worship experiences here at St.
Andrew. There are opportunities open to singers and
musicians—including guitarists, bassists, percussionists, saxoph-
onists, horn players, and string players.

Interested in joining?
If you are comfortable in a contemporary worship setting,
enjoy working with a team, and are passionate about leading
others in worship, we want to connect with you!
Contact: Jason Snyder, Modern Service Worship Leader at
jrobertsnyder@gmail.com

SEASIDE CHANCEL CHOIR

Participating in the Chancel Choir is a great way to meet new
people while using your musical gifts to serve God, the church,
and the community. The choir leads worship each Sunday at the
9:00 am traditional service, as well as many other special
services throughout the year. If you can’t make a weekly
commitment to join, you are welcome to participate for special
occasions (holidays, cantatas, etc.)—we would be happy for you
to join us as your schedule allows.

Rehearsals
Chancel Choir rehearsals are in the Music Room
Wednesdays, 5:30-7:00 pm

Interested in joining?
The Chancel Choir includes members and non-members of
the church. The choir is open to all adult vocalists high school
age and older. There is no audition and all are welcome. The
Chancel choir is led by Bruce Gale, Music Director.
Contact: Bruce at bruceghhiumc@gmail.com

SEASIDE HANDBELL CHOIR
St. Andrew’s handbell choir helps lead worship monthly,
generally the second Sunday of the month. The choir is open to
anyone interested, regardless of handbell experience or ability
to read music.
Rehearsals
Rehearsals are in the Sanctuary
Tuesdays, 2:00-3:00 pm
Interested in joining?
New ringers are accepted at any time; there is no audition.
Contact: Bruce Gale at bruceghhiumc@gmail.com

INSTRUMENTALISTS
Instrumentalists of all ages, musical styles, and abilities are
invited to participate in our music ministry. Whether you enjoy
playing solo, in a small ensemble, or as an accompanist, there is
a place for you at either the Modern or Traditional service.
Interested in joining?

Contact: Bruce Gale at bruceghhiumc@gmail.com
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AT 8T ANDREW BY-THE-SEA UNITED METHODIST CHU

OCT. 25TH, 2026
4PM-EPM
CELEBRATION CENTER d ’

MOST CREATIVE
MOST “IN-CHARACTER”
CROWD FAVORITE

contact Fernie for more info at fernierhhiumc(@gmail.com




THIS MONTH IS

PASTOR

APPRECIATION MONTH

LET'S BLESS OUR PASTORS

The Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee along with the
congregation want to thank our wonderful pastors, Reverend
Patterson and Reverend Lybrand for their unwavering dedica-
tion, guidance, and love that inspire and uplift our congregation
every day. Steve and Frank, we are grateful for how you
shepherd our church family with genuine care and
compassion. Thank you for being faithful servants of God and a
blessing to us all.

Thank you

Fuom the SPPRC on behalf of the St. Andrews church family

ANNUAL COMMUNITY

THANKSGIVING DINNER
Hilton Head Island, SC

Since 1999

St. Andrew By-The-Sea and its founding partner, Hudson’s
Seafood House on the Docks, will host the 27" Annual Commu-
nity Thanksgiving Dinner on Thursday, November 26, from 11:00
am - 3:00 pm. Residents and visitors are encouraged to attend
this free traditional Thanksgiving Dinner at Hudson’s Restaurant
(One Hudson Road, HHI). Whether you are alone this Thanksgiv-
ing or your family wants to start a new tradition, all are welcome
to attend.

As of mid-September, more than two-thirds of our volunteer
positions have been filled. This year, donations will be doubled,
providing twice the donations to benefit local non-profit organi-
zations Bluffton Self Help, Deep Well Project, and Second Help-
ings. A generous member of our community has pledged to
match dollar-for-dollar, up to $20,000 for donations received to
help our neighbors in need.

Contributions may be made at communitythanksgiving.com or
on Thanksgiving during the meal. $%

Learn more about this special event and register to volunteer at
communitythanksgiving.com. Questions? Contact Lesley Kyle at
info@communitythanksgiving.com or 843.505.1370.

%he Bridge Builders of St. Andrew
are committed to listening,
learning, and taking meaningful action

to help address racism and inequity in
our church and our community.

Our work begins with a simple but im- PEOPLE” oN THE OTHER SIDE.
portant step: listening and learning. Through regular meetings,
Bridge Builders creates opportunities to explore the history,
experiences, and ongoing realities of racism and inequity. By
learning together, we hope to deepen our understanding and
become better equipped to recognize and address the barriers
that divide us.

But learning is only the beginning. We believe knowledge is
meant to be shared. Bridge Builders will share what we learn
with the St. Andrew congregation and with our surrounding local
communities. Through conversations, educational opportunities,
and other activities, we hope to encourage greater awareness,
understanding, and compassion.

Another important part of our mission is building bridges
beyond St. Andrew. We seek to connect with other faith-based
organizations that share our commitment to overcoming racism
and inequity. By listening to one another, sharing experiences,
and working together, we can discover new ways to create
stronger and more inclusive communities.

Finally, Bridge Builders looks forward to collaborating with
community organizations to sponsor and coordinate special
events and seminars addressing racism and inequity. These
community-wide gatherings can bring people together for
honest conversation, education, reflection, and action. A special
event hosted annually by St. Andrew is the Dr. Julius Scott
Lecture Series, named after one of Bridge Builders founding

members, a life-long educator and civil rights advocate.
(See additional information about Reverend Dr. Scott on our church website.)

The work of overcoming racism and inequity belongs to all of us.
It requires courage to listen, humility to learn, willingness to
share, and a commitment to work together. As Bridge Builders,
we invite the St. Andrew community to join us in this journey.
Together, we can learn from one another, strengthen relation-
ships, and build bridges that lead toward greater understanding,
justice, and unity.

Watch for upcoming Bridge Builders meetings, educational
opportunities, and community events—and find a way to be part
of the conversation. §%

GIVING AT A GLANCE (January - August 2026)

Variance
Year-to-Date Year-to-Date favorable/
Actual Budget (Unfavorable)
Contributions $694,969 $677,980 $16,989

Operating Revenue and Expenses (January - August 2026)

Variance
Year-to-Date Year-to-Date favorable/
Actual Budget (Unfavorable)
Revenue $795,591 $731,480 $64,111
Expenses  $875,498 $782,956 (92,542)
Net Surplus/(Deficit) ~ ($79,907) ($51,476) (528, 431)




NON-PROFIT ORG.

<|7 ST. ANDREW BY-THE-SEA PAID
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20 Pope Avenue
Hilton Head Island, SC 29928

Connect with we!/

20 Pope Avenue

Hilton Head, SC 29928
843.785.471I
standrewbytheseaumc.org
standrewbythesea@gmail.com

Church Office Hours
M-F 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

SUNDAY WORSHIP

In-person + Online

9:00 am Traditional Worship
[0:15 am  Adult Classes/Studies
[1:09 am Modern Worship

Rev. Steve Patterson
Lead Pastor

Rev. Frank E. Lybrand
Associate Pastor

Find us on all your
favorite platforms

Permit No. 46

Address Service Requested

St. Andhew By—The-8ea is an spen, nurturing bedy of Christian
believers seeting Gods guidance as we minister te sthers.



